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OBJECTIVES:
At the conclusion of this panel discussion on Global Health, participants 
will be able to:

1. Describe the roles and responsibilities of the pediatric department 
chair, community pediatrician and faculty member, daily business and 
administrative activities, and fellowship coordinator of a Global Health 
programs in an academic medical center.

2. Articulate the challenges and accomplishments related to the 
establishment and maintenance of Global Health programs in pediatric 
departments.

3. Apply a strategy described in the session to their role in their 
pediatric department to establish or further a Global Health program.



INTRODUCTION



WHY SUPPORT GH
1. Educational demand 

• 33% medical students and 20% pediatric residents have a 
GH experience during training; 22% state that GH 

opportunities impact choice of program
• Recommended core competencies – faculty GH leads 

(66%)
2. Response to need

• Ebola, Zika, refugees, international adoptees, travelers, 
human trafficking, genital mutilation

3. Training of the global pediatric workforce
4. Support of research 

• Role of infection in cancers and oral rehydration solution



HOW TO SUPPORT GH



PANEL:
Moderator
Andi L. Shane, MD, MPH, MSc, Associate Professor, Interim Clinical Division Chief of 
Infectious Diseases, and Marcus Professor of Hospital Epidemiology and Infection 
Control, Emory University School of Medicine, Rollins School of Public 
Health, and Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 

Panelists
Joe St. Geme, MD, Physician-in-chief and Chairman of the Department of Pediatrics, 
The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 
Flavia Mercado, MD, Medical Director, 
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Inovalon, Department of Pediatrics, Emory University 
School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA 
Valerie Cole, Fellowship & Global Health Track Coordinator in Pediatrics, 
University of Minnesota 
Chris Tobias, Director of Administration, Finance and Operations for the Duke Global 
Health Institute, Duke University 



PANEL FORMAT:
First round:
Introduction, Journey, Role
Second round:
Greatest accomplishment and greatest challenge related to Global Health 
Administration

Questions from the Audience:

Panel Questions:
1. What is the rationale (and advantages) for a global health program in a 
department of pediatrics?
2. What are some examples of local global health?
3. Are global health programs relevant only for residents or for other groups as well?
4. What are the toughest challenges for faculty and staff in working overseas?
5. How are international partners different and alike in relation to their domestic 
counterparts?
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